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we find a reference to Gothic architecture which indirectly
throws light on the tendencies of the time. Morvo informs
Jemima that the castle "has not been inhabited by any of the
Guzman family for upwards of these hundred years. In
consequence of some strange notions the last inhabitant took
in his head, none of his successors chose to make any use of
it; ... but the late Marquis's grandfather having acciden-
tally paid a visit to it, and being a great lover of Gothic
structures, intended to have had it repaired, . . ."1 In The
Ring, there is no satire on the haunted castle. The episode is
introduced in all seriousness, to lend to the book a charm of
romance, and to provide a little variety.
Better evidence of a revival and a diffusion of interest in
Gothic architecture, is afforded by Miss Lucy Peacock's The
Rambles of Fancy > in 1786. A writer of allegorical tales for
children, even she cannot escape the contagion of the times.
In her story "The Ambitious Mother," Orlando and Ever-
mont "continued their march till they came within sight of an
umbrageous row of trees, which discovered the vista of a
noble Gothic building: twining ivy mantled the sturdy walls,
which had withstood the ravages of devouring Time; and
the spacious casements gleamed half concealed through the
undying verdure."2 The title of the story reminds one of
Walpole's The Mysterious Mother. Strangely, to separate
Amelia from Orlando, the mother of the former adopts the
unusual device of informing the world that a bar of consan-
guinity forbade the union of the lovers, Orlando being her
own illegitimate child. By a particular scar on his breast
Orlando in the end was proved to be the son of Evermont.
In the same volume we find a passage which throws much
light on contemporary tastes. The passage occurs in a
"Letter from Miranda to Elvira/' The cavern of two sisters,
named Aurora and Florimella, is described thus:
"... We passed through a door, hewn at the back part of the cliff,
and presently found ourselves at the entrance of a hanging wood: in the
centre of it stood a little Gothic temple; over the entrance of which was
inscribed,
*The Ring, a Novel, in a Series of Letters, I, 150-1.
*Tke Rambtes of Fancy; or Moral and Interesting Tabs, 1786,1, 79.